Austrian Animal Rights Party succeeds in Parliamentary Elections


1 October 2008

With around 0.3 % of the votes in Vienna – 2058 counted before postal ballot papers were included – the Animal Rights Party, earth-human-animals-nature was able to rightly claim a huge success in the September Austrian parliamentary elections.

The largest numbers of Animal Rights Party voters can be found in the following Viennese districts: Neubau, Josefstadt, Simmering, Penzing, Hernals, Währing, Döbling, Brigittenau, Floridsdorf, Donaustadt and Liesing.

Record districts with around 0.4 % of the vote were the inner or 1st district and the Mariahilf district.

This result for the Animal Rights Party lies far ahead that of the “Linke” (Left) Party, despite the fact that this party ran in many other provinces besides Vienna. The same is true of all other small parties.   

Nobody made it easy for us...

A big disadvantage for us was the decision for an early election. The resulting restriction on time for collecting declarations of support which enabled us to run in Vienna and for planning an effective pre-election campaign made the starting point for a non-parliamentary party, which in itself is difficult, a real challenge.   

There was a big effort to discourage voters from voting for new parties by creating a panic that every vote given to a new, authentic party would be a lost vote. That it can be proved that alternative parties, such as the Animal Rights Party, actually got non-voters to the polling stations, and in doing so made a positive contribution to the country’s democracy, was completely ignored.  

The media also did its best to make it hard for us: non-parliamentary parties are hardly reported on, many newspapers and TV stations unfairly ignore them, effectively silencing them. These parties, and especially the Animal Rights Party, receive no support from the State to run pre-election campaigns. This makes it all the more problematic and questionable that established parties receive, not only plentiful supplies of public funding for their campaigns, but also that media assist them with non-stop coverage. It is important to consider how different the results of the small parties, which on the surface seem humble, could be if they were to receive the same level of support

For the Animal Rights Party the election results are a clear signal that animal rights should be represented in Austrian politics – we will use the time until the next government falls apart to build on our existing work to ensure that live animal transport, factory farming and animal experimentation become what they should be: Political issues which address and are relevant to each and every member of society.  



[image: image1.jpg]



The Animal Rights Party on election day 28th September 
