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Newsletter October 07
Bluetongue is spreading fast and thousands of animals (mostly sheep) suffer and die. Vaccines were not ready yet in the UK while the disease had already caused hundreds of thousands of victims in mainland Europe during the last year… Although midges are responsible, no doubt the large concentration of farm animals contributes to rapid spread of the disease within the UK.
This news and other stories show the need for a political voice for the animals. However, I am also writing to you with some good news and a few suggestions to get more involved. From local campaigns to national animal protection issues, voice your opinion! Animals Count is a party whose members are actually heard; your thoughts matter to us and help shape our policies.
GREATER LONDON ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

The London Assembly elections are in May 2008 and Animals Count will consider putting candidates forward in those constituencies currently occupied by animal unfriendly politicians. However, the deposit alone is £5,000 and at least triple that amount would be necessary to campaign and to have a fair chance to contest one of the 11 London-wide seats (it would be unlikely that we could win a constituency seat). Send us your thoughts whether you think we should contest these elections or whether we should wait until 2009 (European Parliament and possibly General Elections). If you are interested in candidacy or making a donation towards campaign costs, please contact Jasmijn de Boo.
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Labour and shooting: like guns and roses

On September 10 an article was published in The Independent based on our press release that Labour MP Martin Salter had become a patron for the shooting lobby and would host a reception during the Labour Conference for the Angling and Conservation Trust and the British Association for Shooting and Conservation (BASC). On September 25 I attended the Labour Animal Welfare Society meeting that followed this ‘shooting’ reception and asked a couple of critical questions. Labour members were somewhat condescending and arrogant, but at least they are aware that we exist and that they will have to step up their activities for all animals (without condoning killing wildlife for fun). An excellent letter from one of our members was published in The Independent on September 14. We encourage you to write letters to the editor and mention Animals Count. Please see for further information: www.animalscount.org/shooting.html 
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Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD): still no vaccination

We have also written a letter to Secretary of State Hilary Benn regarding their non-vaccination policy in combating Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) despite repeated ‘promises’ DEFRA would consider vaccination. Over 1800 animals have been culled so far. The simple fact is that it is cheaper to kill a couple of thousand animals than to vaccinate hundreds of thousands. Even the argument that vaccinated animals can’t be exported due to EU regulations is now out of the window. We received a reply from DEFRA stating they were almost going to vaccinate but ‘expert advice’ withheld them from doing so. As for live exports, DEFRA replied that the number of exported live animals had fallen anyway, but that they could not ban live exports due to trade regulations. DEFRA’s letter can be found at www.animalscount.org/farm_animals.html. Please write to local newspapers, contact radio stations, write to DEFRA to express your concern about their killing policy instead of vaccination, and if possible, please mention Animals Count as a viable alternative political party. 
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Future of foie gras in York: a resounding ‘no’!

On World Animal Day Animals Count supported the demonstration organised by York Action for Animals (YAFA) while York Councillors voted on the future of foie gras; all but 2 Councillors voted for a ban of foie gras on York premises and they also pledged to write to caterers explaining the Council disapproves of the sale of foie gras. This is the first UK anti-foie gras city and Animals Count hopes that other Councils will follow suit. Read the full story at: www.animalscount.org/farm_animals.html.

Please send a congratulations email (or letter) to York Labour Councillor Paul Blanchard who was the main initiator of the anti-foie gras campaign: blanchardp@parliament.uk 

Starving London pigeons

Due to a new Bye-law that came into effect on 10 September feeding of pigeons on Trafalgar Square is now illegal. Since the ban on feeding these birds, at least dozens have already starved to death due to the sudden drop in food availability; these birds are conditioned to being fed and do not move into other areas to forage for food. Express your concern with the Westminster City Council and London Mayor, Ken Livingstone.
PAST ACTIVITIES
We had a stall at a fair in London on 16th September, which went well, and the London Vegan Festival on 19th August was a great success. Many people either joined on the spot or in the weeks that followed. Animals Count also participated in the SPEAK demonstration on 1st September to show support for their campaign to free Felix, the macaque used for invasive brain research at Oxford University. Sadly, we were later informed that Felix had already been killed in July and that (most likely) he has been replaced by another macaque to be used in the same kind of research.

The good news is that an end to primate experimentation in the EU may become reality! The use of Great Apes and wild caught primates in experiments may also be banned. On 6th September 433 Members of European Parliament (MEPs) had signed Written Declaration (WD) 40/2007, and many Animals Count supporters contributed by writing to their MEP to encourage them to sign the WD. This is a major breakthrough for primates.

EVENTS
· Animals Count will be at the Chelsea Animal Charities Fair from 10.30AM-4.30PM on Saturday 17th November at Chelsea Old Town Hall, Kings Road, London SW3.

· We will further be at the Christmas Without Cruelty Fayre on 2nd December at Kensington Town Hall, Hornton Street, W8.
If you’re interested in helping at these events for a few hours, please contact Jasmijn de Boo.
OTHER WAYS TO HELP
Our website www.animalscount.org is updated regularly and contains useful resources and tips to take action. Please also check out our mirror site at www.Myspace.com/animalscount. The Animals Count leaflets can be downloaded from our main site or ordered from us for distribution locally, e.g. in health food stores, at veterinary clinics, in libraries, when manning a stall for an animal protection organisation etc. Spreading the word is still very important!
On our website you can find the latest animal-related EDMs and Written Declarations that need signing by MPs and MEPs. We are also still looking for a website coordinator, which may take up to 5h per week. If you are interested, please contact Jasmijn. 
Animals Count has been in existence for nearly 1 year and we feel that growth should be reflected at local level. It would be great if we could establish local working groups. This group could meet on a monthly basis to discuss local animal welfare issues and political campaigns. If you are interested in getting involved, please get in touch with Jasmijn de Boo.
Merchandise & fundraising
We have appealing T-shirts, beautiful badges, powerful postcards and stickers to increase our public profile. Help distribute these items, please get in touch with our secretary, Cathy, at secretary@animalscount.org.
We have been very successful in our outreach, but attending festivals, printing materials and other items is costly. We have spent several hundreds of pounds and donated a similar amount ourselves. We continue to need your help.
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Thank you for your continued support. Animals Count; they count on you!

With kind regards,

Jasmijn de Boo
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