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FMD
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) hits the UK and over 500 animals have already been killed despite the promise to consider vaccination. 500 animals! That’s 500 times Shambo (for whom we wrote a pleading letter to Minister Jones), yet there are no public outcries this time. How many animals need to die before DEFRA will vaccinate?

(12 Aug. 07)

Past activities

The festivals in June were very well attended, and the Animals Count T-shirts proved to be a collector’s item. Over the past 4 weeks Animals Count met with MP Mark Pritchard, Conservatives, and with London Green Party MEP Jean Lambert to discuss shortcomings in policies and legislation, and forthcoming elections.

Greater London Assembly elections

The London Assembly elections are in May 2008 and Animals Count will consider putting candidates forward in those constituencies currently occupied by animal unfriendly politicians, such as Labour MP Kate Hoey in Vauxhall who is the Chairwoman of the Countryside Alliance and actively supports fox hunting.
Forthcoming events

· On Sunday 19th August, Animals Count will have a stall at the London Vegan Festival (www.vegancampaigns.org.uk/festival/) at Kensington Town Hall, Hornton St, W8 from 10AM – 8PM. Alex Bourke will also give a talk about Animals Count at 4PM. Be there early; this event is really popular and may get crowded around lunch time.
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On 1st September Animals Count will show its support for Felix, a macaque monkey used at Oxford University for invasive brain research. Speak has organised a National march and rally in Oxford to draw attention to Felix’ fate. Join us and show the government that there is no public support for primate experiments in the UK. In addition, peer-reviewed scientific studies show that primate models for human disease are poorly specific.
· On 16th September Animals Count will be at the Spitalfields Show and Green Fair in London from 12-6PM.

· On 6th October Animals Count intends to organise a meeting in Bristol for local and regional members with the view to establish the first regional working group. This meeting aims to celebrate Gandhi's birthday (2nd October) and Saint Francis of Assissi (4th October, World Animal Day). A central church in Bristol may have a meeting room available. We are looking for volunteers to help organise this event. If you live in the area and would like to help, please contact us (address at the bottom of the letter).
· On 20th October there will be a fundraising punk concert in De Valence, Upper Frog street, Tenby, SA70 7JD for only £10 (£12 at the door). Doors open at 4PM. Bands include: Conflict, Rubella Ballet, Refuse/All, Liberty, Active Slaughter, Picture Frame Seduction, Politicide and Filthy Habits.
Take action
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EU Written Declaration 0040/2007 on primates in scientific experiments
A Written Declaration (WD) is the EU equivalent of an Early Day Motion. 296 MEPs are backing a Written Declaration against primate tests. About 90 more signatures are needed before 6th September. The WD:
“Urges the Commission, the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament to use the revision process of Directive 86/609/EC as an opportunity to:
(a) make ending the use of apes and wild-caught monkeys in scientific experiments an urgent priority,

(b) establish a timetable for replacing the use of all primates in scientific experiments with alternatives”
Over half of the UK MEPs have signed the Written Declaration, but the MEPs listed below haven’t. Some MEPs (e.g. Kinnock and Morgan) replied to their constituents that establishing a timetable for replacing primate experimentation is not feasible; Dr Kamall, for example believes ‘human welfare is more important than animal welfare and in this context, there are still some instances when animal testing is needed, particularly to help find and test cures for human diseases where alternative testing methods do not currently exist.’ Obviously these opinions are not very scientific.

Please write to your MEP below and urge them to sign. The Written Declaration doesn’t ask for an immediate ban (which we would prefer) but anyone still believing that primates should be used for the time being should still be supportive as the timeframe of the complete replacement has not been determined yet. If you need any guidance we can send you a standard letter. Otherwise for more information, please see:
http://www.ad-international.org/mmap/go.php?id=827&ssi=60. 
	East Midlands
	Eastern
	London
	North East
	North West

	Mr Derek Clark MEP
	Mr Andrew Duff MEP
	Dr Syed Kamall MEP
	Mr Martin Callanan MEP
	Dr John Whittaker MEP

	Mr Robert Kilroy-Silk MEP
	Mr Geoffrey Van Orden MEP
	Mr Gerard Batten MEP
	Ms Fiona Hall MEP
	Mr David Sumberg MEP


	Mr Roger Helmer MEP
	Mr Jeffrey Titford MEP
	Ms Mary Honeyball MEP
	
	Mr Gary Titley MEP

	
	Mr Richard Howitt MEP
	The Baroness Ludford MEP
	
	Ms Arlene McCarthy MEP

	
	Mr Tom Wise MEP
	
	
	


	South East
	South West
	West Midlands
	Yorkshire and the Humber
	Wales

	Mr Ashley Mote MEP

	Dr Caroline Jackson MEP
	Mr Philip Bradbourn MEP
	Mr Godfrey Bloom MEP
	Mrs Glenys Kinnock MEP

	Mr Daniel Hannan MEP
	Mr Graham Booth MEP
	
	Ms Diana Wallis MEP
	Ms Eluned Morgan MEP

	Mr James Elles MEP
	Mr Graham Watson MEP
	
	
	

	Mr Nigel Farage MEP

	Mr Roger Knapman MEP
	
	
	

	Mr Nirj Deva MEP
	
	
	
	

	The Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne MEP
	
	
	
	


Website

In addition to our website www.animalscount.org which is updated regularly and contains useful resources and tips to take action, we have also set up a mirror site at www.Myspace.com/animalscount.

The Animals Count leaflets can be downloaded from our main site or ordered from us for distribution locally, e.g. in health food stores, at veterinary clinics, in libraries, when manning a stall for an animal protection organisation etc. We would be grateful if you could send us a stamped s.a.e.
On our website you can find the latest animal-related EDMs and Written Declarations that need signing by MPs and MEPs. Please mention the existence of Animals Count in your letter to politicians and editors of (local) newspapers. Spreading the word is still very important!
Tell your friends and family that they can now also make a secure and fast payment on our website by using PayPal. Donating has never been easier!

Merchandise & fundraising
We have appealing T-shirts, beautiful badges, powerful postcards and stickers to increase our public profile. Help distribute these items, please get in touch with our secretary, Cathy, at secretary@animalscount.org.
We have been very successful in our outreach, but attending festivals, printing materials and other items is costly. We have spent several hundreds of pounds and donated a similar amount ourselves. We continue to need your help.
Volunteering possibilities
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We are currently looking for a Treasurer. The position is voluntary, but the time involved is minimal. In addition, we are looking for someone with web skills and who has knowledge of animal welfare to manage the website on a regular basis. This would involve approximately 5-10 hours per week. If you have financial/accounting experience and would like to help as the Treasurer, or web skills and you’re interested in managing the website, please contact Jasmijn de Boo at the address below.
Thank you for your continued support. Animals Count; they count on you!

Yours truly,

Jasmijn de Boo
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Animals Count, PO BOX 51250, London SE11 4UN. Tel: 078 80624310. www.animalscount.org. Info@animalscount.org 


