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Animals Count

PO BOX 51250

London

SE11 4UN

Tel: 078 80624310

www.animalscount.org
info@animalscount.org
14 December 2007

Dear supporter,
First, I would like to thank you for your support during Animals Count’s first year. You are an animal protection pioneer by having joined our political Party and sharing our vision. I believe it has been a successful year and the recent celebrity support that Animals Count received from Twiggy, Brian May, Jeffrey Masson, Nicholas Ball and other influential people is a real coup! See for more information: www.animalscount.org/celebrity.html 

Throughout the year Animals Count volunteers have put in a lot of hard work by providing up to date news on our website and through regular newsletters; writing to and meeting politicians (e.g. from Labour, Tories and the Green Party); staffing stalls and recruiting more members.

Some highlights from Animals Count activities in 2006-2007
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3 December 2006: The launch was very well covered by the media (BBC) all day on radio, TV and internet (e.g. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6203204.stm) Subsequent interest saw 80 emails in the first 24h; dozens of people joining; articles in the Veterinary Times and in animal protection magazines worldwide.
[image: image3.jpg]


March 2007: Using the UN FAO report ‘Livestock’s Long Shadow’ Animals Count produced a postcard about the devastating effects of the livestock sector on global warming. There is now a new Climate Bill; however, there is no mention of the contribution of CO2, methane, nitrous oxide and ammonia produced by livestock, which contributes more to global warming than the entire transport sector!
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In May Animals Count joined representatives from 25 organisations from 10 countries within Europe, Latin America and Australasia at an anti-bullfighting summit in Lisbon, Portugal. The programme began with a large demonstration against a celebration bullfight at Portugal's largest bullring. Earlier in 2007 a European Parliament ‘Written Declaration 0002/2007’ (anti-bullfighting) received 211 signatories, thus demonstrating broad support for a ban.
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In May, June, August and September we were represented at 6 animal fairs across the UK. We delivered talks, participated in fashion shows (promoting our fun fair trade T-shirts), raised our profile, increased membership; and we were interviewed by VeggieVision (online TV).

During the Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), bluetongue and bird flu outbreaks we regularly wrote letters to DEFRA expressing our concerns. Culling seemed to be the only policy they knew and vaccination is still not in place.
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In September we sent out a press release about Labour Vice-Chair Martin Salter becoming a patron for the Shooting lobby and hosting a reception for them during the Party conference. This was picked up by The Independent. Jasmijn de Boo attended the Labour Animal Welfare Society meeting on 25th September and raised concerns regarding their support for hunting and killing. She received support from the audience but not from any Labour MPs. Every year more than 35 million birds are reared intensively and shot for ‘fun’.
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In 2008 we aim to grow our network, raise our profile, continue to influence other political party policies, consider the London Assembly elections in May 2008 and start preparing for the European Parliament elections in 2009. We continue to need your support and hope that you will renew your membership (£10 waged, £7 low/unwaged/pensioner). Any extra donation would be much appreciated. Please send a cheque to the address above. A Standing Order form is included to facilitate (recurring) payment. Payments can also be made safely through our website using PayPal.

Finally, we are looking for a Secretary and a Website manager. Please contact me if you are able to help. Once again, thank you very much. Animals Count; they count on you!
Jasmijn de Boo
Co-founder & Chair, Animals Count




